
WP3 Birds 

Ainars Aunins 



Gulf of Riga is among 4 most important bird areas of the Baltic Sea 
Ca 1.5 million wintering waterbirds 



Tasks and outputs of the WP3 (birds) 

ÅCollection and analysis of existing data 

ïOutput: Report on bird densities and distributions 2001 - 
2010 

ÅPlanning of surveys 

ïOutput: survey design, data collection protocols, etc. 

ÅManual on field survey methods 

ïOutput: Printed manual 



Tasks and outputs of the WP3 (birds) 

ÅBird surveys 

ïTransect aerial counts (ca 4000km, 5 times) 
ÅSpring (2 surveys) 

ÅSummer 

ÅAutumn 

ÅWinter 

ïBreeding birds (ca 50 islands) 
ÅEE only 

ÅSpatial modelling of bird distribution 

ïOutput: bird distribution and density maps 



Old data report 



Manual for 
fieldwork 



Fieldwork 



 

Band 

Boundary distances (m)  

from trackline 

Declination in degrees 

from the horizon 

A 44-163 60-25 

B 164-432 25-10 

C 433-1000 10-4 

D >1000 <4 



Flight coverage 



Fieldwork 

ÅCompleted flight sessions 
ïSpring 1 (April 2011 ς LV only) 

ïSpring 2 (May 2011) 

ïSummer (July ς August  2011) 

ïAutumn (October 2011) 

ïWinter (January - February 2012) 

ïSpring 1 (April 2012 ς EE only) 



Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 

May 2011 Summer 2011 

Autumn 2011 Winter 2012 



Scoters Melanitta sp. 

May 2011 Summer 2011 

Autumn 2011 Winter 2012 



Divers Gavia sp. 

May 2011 Summer 2011 

Autumn 2011 Winter 2012 


